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The BIAV Life Membership Award is bestowed by the BIAV Board and recognises an 
individual who has left an indelible mark on the Victorian Boating Industry.  
 
The BIAV Life Membership Award recognises someone who has made that extra effort and 
for whom the industry owes a great deal of gratitude. 
 
 
General principles to consider in granting Life Membership  
1. The granting of Life Membership is a great honour and should not be treated lightly. 

On average, one or less Life Memberships are likely to be able to be awarded each 
year.  

2. Granting Life Membership is a balancing exercise. Criteria are provided for 
guidance, but it is the overall contribution of the nominee that must be evaluated. 
The nominee should be able to demonstrate active contribution to the core activity 
of the organisation.  

3. There is necessarily some subjectivity in the granting of Life Membership. 
Nominees' strengths against the various criteria will vary. Some nominees will be 
extremely strong in some criteria but weaker against others, whereas other 
nominees will be more rounded.  

4. Life Membership is reserved for those whose contribution goes beyond the 
ordinary or even the excellent for an extended period of time, not just a few years. 

 
Criteria to be considered in granting Life Membership  
1.  Length of active membership: 

To have contributed to the organisation to the degree necessary for Honorary Life 
Membership, a nominee will almost necessarily have been a Member and involved 
for a significant time. While there is no 'minimum' period of membership, a period 
of 10 years' active membership is an indicator of a long-term commitment. 

2. Positions held and length of time: 
The nominee should be able to demonstrate a significant contribution to the 
running of BIAV over a majority of those years of membership. This may include. 

2.1  Significant contributions while holding positions on BIAV Committees 
 (bearing in mind that mere membership of such committees does not of  its 
 own mean a person has made significant contributions). 

2.2.   Participating to a much greater extent than the average Member as a 
 regular, consistent and reliable volunteer in a State and/or Regional 
 capacity. 

2.3.   Multiple active roles benefitting a large number of people in BIAV over a 
 long period of time are the most obvious indicators of outstanding service 
 deserving of Life Membership. 

 
Process for Nominating and Granting Life Membership 
1. Nomination for Life Membership may be lodged with the Chief Executive Officer 

of the Association. 
2. Nomination to be circulated to existing Life Members for their feedback. 
3. The nomination will be considered by the Board of Management in light of the 

criteria considerations and Life Member comments. 
4. If Awarded; the Life Membership would be bestowed at the next BIAV AGM. 

 


